
What is the Nursery Curriculum? 

Our broad and balanced nursery curriculum will take account of the learning styles 

that children have developed from birth.  It will: 

 Focus on what is appropriate to a child’s age and maturity. 

 Build on what a child already knows. 

 Be presented in a gradual and cumulative way. 

 Be interesting, enjoyable and stimulating. 

 Be well-resourced. 

 

Young children do not learn through separate subject areas such as maths, science, 

language, art and PE. They enjoy and learn from first hand experiences and playing 

with real objects, as well as toys, in a holistic way. 

 

As they get deeply involved in playing with such materials they learn to experiment, 

guess, solve problems, describe, and to tell stories. They practice, control and 

manipulate, gain technical expertise, and share their knowledge. They think and make 

links with earlier learning, create and imagine, overcome frustrations, show 

amazement and enjoyment, co-operate with others, concentrate and persevere… and 

many other things too numerous to list. 

 

All this early learning will form a firm foundation for future learning throughout a 

child’s life, even into adulthood. The earlier positive learning habits of self-direction, 

interest, motivation, concentration, exploration, experimentation and excitement to 

learn become established, the better. 

 

We follow the guidelines working toward the early learning goals, as laid out in the 

Early Years Foundation Stage Framework. 

 

Link Workers assess the children’s development each term using the EYFS 

Framework and there are regular opportunities for meetings with parents to discuss 

their child’s progress and ‘next steps’ . 

 

 



We believe that young children need:  

Space: 

 To move freely 

 To build on a large scale 

 To explore a wide range of learning materials 

 

We use the garden to develop the children’s: 

 Appreciation of the natural world 

 Physical skills 

 Investigative and problem solving abilities 

 

We use the nursery garden throughout the year. 

 

Time: 

 To observe, think, reflect, form ideas and then test them out 

 To browse through books, listen to music, and sometimes be private and quiet. 

 To explore ideas and share feelings and experiences with their peers. 

 To experiment and go back to enjoyable activities again, each time refining 

their skills and thoughts. 

 

This is why we have regular activities such as painting, water and sand play, 

construction and home based toys such as toy cars, dolls etc, and why we allow 

uninterrupted time for children to work in depth. 

 

Equipment to handle: 

 To manage challenging and stimulating resources. 

 To support understanding. 

 To learn by being active. 

 

We provide equipment that will support children’s understanding and 

abilities in all areas of development: 



 Expressive arts and design 

 Scientific and technological 

 Mathematical 

 Problem solving 

 Communication, language and literacy 

 Emotional, social and personal 

 Spiritual and moral 

 Physical 

Our nursery equipment is chosen to reflect our commitment to equal 

opportunities. 

Organisation: 

 Accessible resources 

 Planned and structured, as well as child led activities 

 Boundaries 

 Consistency 

We carefully plan and structure the nursery environment so that all 

children can get the best out of their time with us. 

 

Care, warmth and encouragement: 

 

 To feel important 

 To feel special 

 To feel secure. 

 

Our highly trained and experienced staff recognise the importance of attending 

to the children’s physical and emotional wellbeing. 

Other people: 

 To communicate with 

 To socialise with 

 To learn together with 

 To help learn new skills and knowledge 

 

 



We recognise the value of children and adults talking and working together. We 

always welcome parents, carers, visitors and students into the nursery. 

In the nursery you will find areas allocated to particular learning activities. The 

staff members work as a team to supervise these areas. 

Every day staff put out educational equipment for indoor and outdoor activities. 

      

In addition to having independent use of familiar equipment, children may choose to 

join activities that staff are leading. Staff plan these activities together at staff 

meetings and draw up a weekly rota, which shows what they will be doing each day. 

      

There is always at least two members of staff working with children outdoors. We 

see outdoor activities as an integral and very important part of early years provision. 

Much of the learning that goes on inside can be paralleled by related outdoor 

activities. Every day staff will set out a selection of equipment in the garden to 

support children in mathematical and scientific learning, language, social capabilities 

and physical development. 

      

Sometimes staff will be introducing new skills and techniques to the children, 

sometimes they will be encouraging children to think and talk about what they are 

doing by raising questions and helping children to find answers.  

How do we meet your children’s needs? 

At other times, a member of staff may be watching children and making notes on 

what they do. 

    

These written observations are an invaluable insight into the way the children are 

learning and using the nursery. We build on these observations in staff planning 

meetings. This helps us to structure each child’s learning and to hand on informed 

records about each child when they leave the nursery.  In your child’s final term the 

link worker will complete a Transition Record which is a final summary of 

achievement at nursery.  This will be forwarded to the child’s primary school.  

    

Each teaching member of staff is linked to a number of children and their families. 

You will be told who your child’s Link Worker is when you visit before your child 

starts school. You will be able to meet with your link worker at least three times 



before your child goes to infant or primary school: once before your child starts 

nursery school, secondly after your first term and finally before your child leaves. 

You will be invited to discuss your child’s progress and to read and comment on your 

child’s final summary. If you wish to arrange other meetings please discuss this with 

your Link Worker. 

    

If staff decide a child has particular additional needs the link worker will work 

closely with the child’s family to identify ways that help can be offered in school and 

at home. Parents are always consulted before outside agencies and support services 

are contacted. 

 

All staff have been trained in Child Protection and Safeguarding procedures and 

health and safety guidelines. There are several trained first-aiders on the staff 

team. 

Parents can find out more about what we do by: 

 Talking to your Link Worker 

 Visiting school regularly before your child starts and watching your child 

playing and learning in the nursery environment 

 Looking at the curriculum planning and other noticeboards 

 Coming to meetings and Children’s Centre activities 

 Talking with parent governors 

 Helping out with nursery activities. 

 Attending parenting groups or family learning sessions organised by Nursery & 

Children’s Centre staff. 

 


